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6-1 The Responsibility to be Historically Informed

Being informed about history is not just about knowing dates and events; it is crucial for

shaping an informed, empathetic, and active citizenry. Why? In a democracy, our votes shape the

future (Welzel, 2021). Knowing history helps us understand the policies and leaders we vote for,

not just what they promise but what their actions might lead to based on past events. It is like

being able to predict the end of a movie you have seen a hundred times.

Also, history teaches us empathy (Kohut, 2020). By understanding the struggles and

triumphs of different groups through time, we can better relate to and support each other today.

Critical skills for digging into history include critical thinking, questioning and connecting

historical facts, analyzing sources for bias because every story has more than one side, and

comparing perspectives to see the whole picture. These skills help us sift through the noise to

find truths that can guide our decisions and beliefs.

Affordable housing—or the lack thereof—is a big deal in our community. Rent is

skyrocketing, and people are getting squeezed out of neighborhoods they have lived in for years.

It is about buildings, families, memories, and roots.

Historical policies like redlining and urban renewal have deeply influenced today's

housing landscape (Nardone et al., 2020). These policies often disadvantaged certain groups,

leading to long-term housing access and quality inequality.

Understanding this history can change how we see the issue. It is not just about market

forces but also about choices made in the past that we can choose to address differently today.

This knowledge can push us to advocate for policies that correct these imbalances and prevent

them from happening again. It shows us the power of informed action to shape a more equitable

future.
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Peer Responses

What perspectives did your peers offer that you had yet to consider previously regarding

the value of a historically informed population?

Sharing other ways of being more historically informed could help your peers understand

or act on the community issue they identified.

Response 01

Your insight about learning from history to tackle today's challenges, like housing,

resonated with me. Seeing history as a roadmap for dealing with present issues is eye-opening

(Koulisis, 2022). By looking at how past communities overcame similar obstacles, we can find

actionable strategies for today. This approach offers hope and practical solutions, showing us that

history is not just about the past but a guide for the future. Your perspective underscored the

practical side of history in shaping better responses to current problems.
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