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Module 5 Discussion: Clash of Continents 

In this discussion, I have selected the topic of historical pandemics, specifically the 

impact of the 1918 Influenza Pandemic on global health (Taubenberger & Morens, 2020). This 

topic is rich in scholarly research and comprehensively explains how pandemics have shaped 

health responses and policies globally. To gather relevant information, I used the ASU Libraries 

website and applied filters to ensure the articles were peer-reviewed and recent. I utilized 

keywords such as "1918 Influenza Pandemic," "global health impact," and "historical 

pandemics" to narrow down my search. 

The chosen article is "The 1918 Influenza Pandemic: Back to the Future?" by Unwin and 

Robert J. (Unwin, 2021) The primary objective of this research study is to analyze the worldwide 

impact of the 1918-1919 Influenza Pandemic, often referred to as the Spanish Flu (Taubenberger 

& Morens, 2020).. The researchers aim to understand the mortality rates, the spread of the 

disease, and the subsequent public health responses. 

The study concludes that the 1918 Influenza Pandemic had a profound global impact, 

resulting in an estimated 50 million deaths. The findings highlight the rapid spread of the virus 

facilitated by global transportation networks and the lack of adequate medical interventions. The 

study emphasizes the pandemic's role in shaping modern public health policies and responses to 

future health crises. 

This research study significantly contributes to our understanding of the impact of 

historical globalization processes on health risks and responses. The 1918 Influenza Pandemic 

exemplifies how interconnected the world had become by the early 20th century, with the virus's 

rapid spread demonstrating the vulnerabilities of global health systems (Unwin, 2021). The 
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study's findings underscore the importance of international cooperation and robust public health 

infrastructures in mitigating the effects of pandemics. 

By analyzing the global impact of the 1918 pandemic, this study provides valuable 

insights into the historical context of current health policies and responses. It highlights the 

necessity of preparedness and coordinated efforts to manage health risks in an increasingly 

globalized world. The research also sheds light on the long-term implications of pandemics on 

societal and economic structures, further emphasizing the need for comprehensive health 

strategies. 

In conclusion, the research on the 1918 Influenza Pandemic provides a critical 

perspective on the historical processes of globalization and their impact on health (Unwin, 2021). 

The study enhances our understanding of past health crises and informs current and future public 

health strategies. By reflecting on historical pandemics, we can better prepare for and respond to 

global health threats in our interconnected world. Engaging with scholarly research and 

analyzing its contributions is essential for developing a nuanced understanding of the global 

history of health. 
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Peer Responses 

Students must post a response to two other classmates’ initial posts that are no more than 

50-100 words and engage in critical or substantive ways with the initial post (e.g., exemplar, 

critique, question). 

Response 01 

Hi Ben, great post! Your discussion post effectively highlights the profound impact of the 

1918 Influenza Pandemic on global health. The emphasis on the rapid spread due to global 

transportation networks and the subsequent shaping of modern public health policies is 

particularly insightful. Your point on the necessity of international cooperation and robust public 

health infrastructures underscores the importance of preparedness in managing future pandemics. 

This study's historical perspective enriches our understanding of current health strategies and 

their development. Your analysis provides a valuable context for evaluating contemporary health 

crises. Excellent work! 

Response 02 

We are supposed to write two peer responses. I have addressed the given instructions in 

one response. Following these instructions, you can write your peer responses to Module 35 

Discussion without a hassle. 
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