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HIS 100 1-1 DISCUSSION 

1-1 Discussion: Why Should We Study History? 

Hey there, classmates! I am Alex, and aside from being a history buff, I am an avid hiker. 

I am pursuing a degree in History because I am fascinated by how past events shape our present 

and future. Understanding history gives us insights into solving current problems. Living near 

historical landmarks has always inspired me, offering a tangible connection to the stories I study. 

It is incredible how much the past is woven into the fabric of our daily lives. I am looking 

forward to learning and sharing with all of you! 

Studying history is not just for historians; it is crucial for everyone. It lets us understand 

diverse cultures and learn from past errors to make better choices today. 

For instance, we can apply those lessons to current situations by examining how societies 

dealt with past challenges, like pandemics or economic crises. Understanding the history behind 

news stories helps us grasp the root causes of modern conflicts or trends, making us more 

informed citizens. Essentially, history guides us, offering insights and cautionary tales that help 

us navigate the present and plan. 

Recently, much talk has been about climate change causing extreme weather patterns. 

This reminds me of the Dust Bowl of the 1930s in the United States (Cowan et al., 2020), where 

poor land management and drought led to widespread crop failures and dust storms. By 

comparing these two events, we see how human actions and natural forces can combine to create 

environmental crises. Understanding the Dust Bowl teaches us the importance of sustainable 

practices and being prepared for climatic changes, offering valuable lessons on addressing 

today's ecological challenges better and preventing similar disasters. 

  



3 

HIS 100 1-1 DISCUSSION 

Peer Responses 

Describe your understanding of your peer's current event by providing additional 

historical elements that may have contributed to it. Discuss the similarities and differences 

between your and your peers' perspectives. 

Response 01 

Reflecting on your discussion about climate links to the Dust Bowl, I see a compelling 

connection. However, the Industrial Revolution was another critical historical element. The 

Industrial Revolution (Dogaru, 2020) marked the beginning of significant increases in fossil fuel 

consumption, contributing to today's climate challenges. While my peer focused on land 

management and natural events, incorporating the Industrial Revolution highlights how long-

term industrial practices have exacerbated climate issues.  

Both perspectives emphasize human influence on the environment from different 

historical moments. This comparison underlines the complexity of environmental issues, 

showing that immediate actions and broader industrial trends shape our planet's climate. 

Reference 

Dogaru, L. (2020). The Main Goals of the Fourth Industrial Revolution. Renewable Energy 

Perspectives. Procedia Manufacturing, pp. 46, 397–401. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.promfg.2020.03.058 

Response 02.  

According to the instructions of HIS 100 1-1 Discussion, we are supposed to write two 

peer responses. I have addressed the given instructions in one response. Following these 

instructions, you can quickly write your peer responses to 1-1 Discussions without a hassle. 
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