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4-1 Discussion: Humanities and Other Disciplines

As a student delving into the humanities, | have noticed that our methods significantly
differ from those in mathematics, natural sciences, and social sciences. In the humanities, we
heavily rely on textual analysis, hermeneutics, and critical theory. These methods prioritize
understanding texts' and artifacts' underlying meanings, cultural contexts, and philosophical
implications. This contrasts sharply with the empirical experiments and statistical analyses
prevalent in natural and social sciences, where concrete data and measurable outcomes are king.

One unique aspect of humanities research is its interpretative nature. While sciences seek
definitive answers through data, humanities embrace subjectivity, often leading to multiple valid
interpretations of the same work. This interpretative approach allows for a deeper exploration of
human experiences, cultures, and values, which are not easily quantifiable.

Our focus on interpretation, subjectivity, and contextuality in the humanities sets us apart
from more data-driven disciplines. These aspects foster a rich tapestry of perspectives on the
same work. For instance, in my study of Shakespeare's "Hamlet," interpretation of the
protagonist's motives can vary widely. Some view Hamlet as a hero grappling with existential
dilemmas, while others see him as paralyzed by indecision. This subjectivity, rooted in personal
and cultural contexts, allows us to explore the depth of human experience, showing how the
same text can evoke diverse understandings based on the viewer's unique perspective.

Peer Responses

In responses to your peers, explain whether you agree or disagree with their conclusions,
and explain why.

Response 01
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| agree with your insights on the unique interpretative nature of humanities research. It is
fascinating how our discipline allows various perspectives on the same works. Your example of

"Hamlet" perfectly illustrates this point.



