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5-1 Discussion: Considering Your Audience 

When I discussed the impact of Vincent van Gogh's "Starry Night" with a friend, the 

conversation began with a brief introduction to the painting and its creator. I shared how the 

swirling, vibrant sky evoked awe and melancholy in me, reflecting van Gogh's tumultuous state 

of mind. This led to a discussion on its broader significance, highlighting how "Starry Night" is 

not just a masterpiece of post-impressionism but also a profound commentary on the human 

condition, bridging personal emotion with universal themes of hope, struggle, and the search for 

understanding in an often-incomprehensible world. 

In attempting to convey the depth of "Starry Night" to someone unfamiliar with post-

impressionism, I encountered challenges such as cultural and perceptual differences that initially 

hindered a mutual understanding. Recognizing these barriers early was crucial. I found patience 

and accessible analogies imperative in bridging these gaps. For instance, comparing the swirling 

skies to familiar feelings of turmoil and tranquility helped elucidate the painting's emotional 

complexity. This approach facilitated a more transparent comprehension, demonstrating the 

necessity of adaptability and empathy in effectively communicating the nuanced essence of 

complex humanities works. 

When explaining "Starry Night" to my younger cousin, I tailored my language to be more 

straightforward and relatable, avoiding technical art terms. Instead of discussing "post-

impressionism," I focused on how the painting makes us feel and used a familiar analogy, 

likening the swirling stars to a magical night sky in animated movies she enjoys. This approach, 

sensitive to her age and interests, not only made the concept more accessible but also sparked her 

curiosity about art. Adjusting my explanation to align with her understanding and cultural 

references made the conversation more engaging and meaningful for her. 
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Peer Responses 

Pick one example of something being described (e.g., a song, TV show, book, or movie) 

that you are unfamiliar with. What kind of explanation could have helped you (the audience) 

understand its impact? Why? 

Response 01 

Reading about your experience with the novel "The Catcher in the Rye," an unfamiliar 

book, was intriguing. Incorporating a summary of its plot and main themes could be beneficial to 

enhance understanding for those of us new to the work. Additionally, explaining how its themes 

of alienation and loss resonate with its audience or reflect societal attitudes of its time might 

provide more profound insight. Such context would help you appreciate the novel's significance 

and understand its impact on you and broader cultural discussions. Your initial reflection sparked 

my interest, and these additions could deepen the engagement. 


