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Week 8 Discussion: Interest Groups 

In this week's discussion, I have chosen to delve into the pressing issue of climate 

change. This topic not only garners widespread national attention but also provokes significant 

international concern. The interest group I am focusing on is the Sierra Club, one of the most 

enduring and influential environmental organizations in the United States (US Department of 

State, 2024). 

Founded in 1892, the Sierra Club has a long history of advocating for environmental 

protection and sustainability (Clay, 2024). The group's primary mission is to promote the 

responsible use of the Earth's ecosystems and resources, educate and enlist humanity to protect 

and restore the quality of the natural and human environment, and use all lawful means to carry 

out these objectives. 

The Sierra Club employs a variety of tactics to influence policy and public opinion on 

climate change. These include lobbying efforts, public campaigning, and legal action against 

entities that threaten environmental preservation. The group is particularly known for its 

grassroots mobilization tactics, which involve organizing local and national campaigns that 

encourage public participation in environmental advocacy. 

One of the Sierra Club's recent actions, highlighted in a news article from last month, 

involved their participation in a nationwide protest against new oil and gas drilling projects. This 

action aimed to push for more aggressive policies on renewable energy adoption. The article 

detailed how Sierra Club members, alongside other environmentalists, gathered in large 

numbers, employing banners and speeches to draw public and media attention to the issue (Clay, 

2024). 
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The effectiveness of such tactics can be analyzed through the lens of political influence 

theories, particularly the concept of "issue framing" found in our textbook. By framing climate 

change as an immediate and escalating threat that requires urgent action, the Sierra Club 

influences how the public and policymakers perceive the issue, potentially swaying policy 

decisions towards more sustainable and eco-friendly solutions. 

Moreover, their efforts in coalition building, especially with other environmental and 

scientific communities, exemplify the tactic of "networking for influence," another key concept 

discussed in recent lectures. This method enhances their lobbying efforts, providing a stronger, 

unified voice in policy discussions. 

In conclusion, the Sierra Club’s strategic use of diverse tactics, including legal 

challenges, public demonstrations, and coalition building, not only keeps climate change in the 

public eye but also pressures policymakers to prioritize environmental sustainability (US 

Department of State, 2024). By applying the concepts of issue framing and networking from our 

studies, it becomes clear how these methods serve as effective tools in political advocacy and 

policy influence. 
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