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1-1 Discussion: The Value of Understanding the Social Sciences 

Hello, class. I am Alex, a digital art enthusiast majoring in computer science. My passion 

for technology's role in creative expression and problem-solving inspired my degree choice. I 

hail from Boston, Massachusetts, which is famous for its historic Boston Common. My relentless 

curiosity and drive for knowledge define me, constantly pushing me out of my comfort zone. 

The study of social sciences is invaluable for everyone, not solely for social scientists. It 

offers deep insights into human behavior and societal trends, essential for comprehending our 

complex world. Beyond academic interest, social sciences equip us with the analytical tools to 

understand and navigate current events and contemporary issues effectively. They enable us to 

critically assess the implications of global happenings, from political shifts to public health 

crises, fostering a well-informed citizenry. This awareness and education are crucial for 

meaningful participation in society, driving progress, and facilitating solutions to collective 

challenges, highlighting the universal importance of social sciences. 

Recently, our community faced a significant increase in homelessness, highlighted by a 

local news report. This situation has led to various responses from various community sectors, 

from empathy to frustration. 

Understanding social sciences, particularly sociology and economics, sheds light on the 

complexities of homelessness. It highlights how societal structures, economic policies, and social 

factors contribute to such issues. This knowledge encourages a more empathetic and informed 

response, recognizing that homelessness is not just an individual failure but a systemic issue. It 

has informed my decision to support initiatives addressing the root causes, such as affordable 

housing and mental health services, rather than just the symptoms. Social sciences emphasize the 
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importance of a comprehensive, informed approach to social issues, guiding more effective and 

compassionate actions. 

Peer Response 

Pick two peers who chose current events or personal experiences different from yours. 

Explain how knowing the social sciences might affect how your peers understand their identified 

events. 

Response 

Hi, Jordan. I appreciated your insights on the recent increase in remote work due to the 

pandemic. Considering how social sciences could offer a deeper understanding of such situations 

is fascinating. Knowing about the psychology of isolation and the sociology of work might 

reveal why people reacted the way they did to the sudden shift or how the event reflects broader 

societal trends toward digital integration in our daily lives. It is fascinating how interconnected 

knowledge and everyday life can be." 

 


