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Week 8 Discussion: Terrorism 

Option One 

Utilizing feminist theory, a sociological perspective that examines social structures 

through the lens of gender and power dynamics, provides a nuanced understanding of why 

terrorism occurs (Gasztold, 2020). This perspective emphasizes the roles of gender inequalities, 

patriarchy, and the marginalization of women in contributing to social conflicts and, by 

extension, terrorism. Here, we connect three core elements of feminist theory—gendered power 

structures, the role of women in conflict, and symbolic gender politics—to the phenomenon of 

terrorism. 

Gendered Power Structures: Feminist theory posits that unequal power relations between 

genders can contribute to broader societal violence, including terrorism (Brubaker, 2021). 

Historically, patriarchal societies often perpetuate power imbalances not just domestically but 

also in their external interactions. These power dynamics can create a culture that justifies force 

and domination, influencing groups to adopt terrorism as a means to assert their dominance or 

challenge perceived oppressors. In many terrorist organizations, a hyper-masculinized ideology 

often prevails, which valorizes violence and martyrdom while suppressing empathy and 

compromise. 

Role of Women in Conflict: The involvement of women in terrorist activities or as 

peacemakers can provide unique insights into the motivations and operations of terrorist groups. 

Feminist sociology considers how women's roles are often overlooked or stereotyped in conflict 

scenarios. For example, while women are frequently seen only as victims or peacemakers, they 

can also be active participants or even leaders within terrorist organizations. Understanding these 

roles can challenge conventional narratives about terrorism and encourage a more 
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comprehensive approach to resolving conflicts that consider the motivations and actions of all 

involved (Brubaker, 2021). 

Symbolic Gender Politics: Feminist theory also explores how terrorist groups employ 

gender symbolism to advance their narratives. For instance, acts of terrorism often carry 

symbolic messages aimed at disrupting the social order or challenging gender norms. The 

targeting of locations or events that represent liberal values, including gender equality, can be 

seen as not just a political statement but also an assertion of conservative gender ideologies. This 

symbolism can galvanize recruits and sympathizers who feel their traditional roles or values are 

threatened by global changes toward gender equality. 

By applying feminist theory to the study of terrorism, we can uncover the often hidden 

gender dimensions of these conflicts. This perspective helps us see beyond the immediate 

political or religious motivations of terrorism to understand how deeply ingrained social 

structures, especially those related to gender, can contribute to the perpetuation of terrorism 

(Gasztold, 2020). Understanding these layers is crucial for developing more effective and 

equitable counterterrorism strategies that address the root causes of terrorism, including gender 

inequality and the exploitation of gender dynamics. 
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Option Two 

In assessing the success of the war on terrorism, I adopt the perspective of conflict 

theory, which highlights the role of power dynamics, socio-economic inequalities, and the 

contest for resources in shaping social relations and conflicts, including terrorism (Ide, 2022). 

From this vantage point, I argue that the war on terrorism has not been wholly successful due to 

persistent structural issues that conflict theory elucidates. 

Global Power Dynamics: Conflict theory suggests that global power imbalances between 

countries can exacerbate conflicts, leading to radicalization and terrorism. The war on terrorism 

often involves powerful nations intervening in less powerful ones, which can be perceived as 

acts of aggression or imperialism. This dynamic can increase local support for terrorist groups, 

which position themselves as defenders against foreign domination. For instance, interventions 

in Iraq and Afghanistan have sometimes been seen as exacerbating local insurgencies rather than 

solely quelling terrorism. 

State Behaviors and Policies: The response of states to terrorism, often in the form of 

heightened security measures and military actions, can inadvertently contribute to cycles of 

violence. Conflict theory points out that such measures can alienate marginalized groups and 

curtail civil liberties, fostering environments where terrorism can thrive (Clancy et al., 2024). 

Policies that emphasize militaristic solutions over addressing underlying socio-economic 

grievances often fail to remove the root causes of terrorism and may even deepen the resolve of 

terrorist groups. 

Economic Conditions: Economic disparities and lack of opportunities are significant 

drivers of terrorism. Conflict theory helps us understand how economic marginalization can lead 

to radicalization. In many regions affected by terrorism, such as parts of the Middle East and 
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Africa, widespread poverty and lack of economic opportunities provide fertile ground for 

terrorist groups to recruit disillusioned youth. The war on terrorism has often overlooked these 

socio-economic dimensions, focusing instead on eliminating terrorists rather than improving the 

conditions that lead to terrorism (Clancy et al., 2024). 

In conclusion, while there have been tactical successes in the war on terrorism, such as 

the elimination of key terrorist leaders and the disruption of major terrorist plots, conflict theory 

suggests that without addressing the underlying power imbalances, state behaviors, and 

economic conditions, the war on terrorism cannot be deemed entirely successful. The persistence 

of terrorism, despite extensive efforts, underscores the need for more holistic approaches that 

address the root causes as identified by sociological analysis. 
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