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6-2 Assignment: Similarities and Differences

Lenses’ Description

For my course project, I have chosen to analyze climate change through social and

natural sciences lenses. Social sciences focus on human behavior, societal structures, and climate

change mitigation and adaptation policies. Natural sciences explore environmental processes like

greenhouse gas emissions and climate patterns. Each lens offers a distinct perspective: social

sciences emphasize human interactions and responses to climate change, while natural sciences

delve into the scientific mechanisms driving environmental changes (Mohajan, 2020). These

lenses provide a comprehensive understanding of climate change dynamics, integrating human

and environmental perspectives.

Similarities

Social and natural sciences converge on several key aspects when examining climate

change. They both recognize the significance of human activities, such as industrialization and

deforestation, in driving environmental changes. Additionally, both lenses acknowledge the

interconnectedness of various systems, such as ecosystems and economies, in shaping climate

change dynamics. Furthermore, both disciplines emphasize the importance of data analysis and

empirical evidence in understanding the complexities of climate change. By highlighting these

shared aspects, a more comprehensive understanding of climate change emerges, integrating

human and environmental perspectives for holistic analysis.

Differences

Social and natural sciences differ in their approaches to analyzing climate change

(Mohajan, 2020). Social sciences focus on understanding human behavior, societal structures,

and climate change mitigation and adaptation policies. They emphasize qualitative research
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methods, such as interviews and surveys, to explore human perceptions and responses. In

contrast, natural sciences prioritize studying environmental processes and physical phenomena

driving climate change, employing quantitative methods like modeling and experimentation.

These differing methodologies and perspectives lead to distinct interpretations of climate change,

with social sciences emphasizing societal impacts and natural sciences emphasizing

environmental factors.

Research Benefits

Analyzing climate change through social and natural science lenses has enriched my

understanding of its complexities. The interdisciplinary approach has provided insights into the

issue's human and environmental aspects, enhancing comprehension of its societal impacts and

ecological implications. Further research offers the potential for deeper insights, broader

perspectives, and informed decision-making regarding climate change mitigation and adaptation

strategies. By continuing to explore the topic from multiple disciplines, we can develop holistic

solutions addressing the multifaceted challenges of climate change.
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