
SOCI 212 WEEK 3: ASSIGNMENT 2

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE WEEK 3 ASSIGNMENT 2

RECAP

In the last week’s assignment, we explored the following:

● Focus on reading an article related to a social problem,

● • analyze and reflect on it.

● Incorporating social concepts to write analysis.

INTRODUCTION TO SOCI 212 WEEK 3 ASSIGNMENT 2

In the SOCI 212 Week 2 Assignment, you will embark on a scholarly journey to explore a

pressing social problem through academic research. Your task involves selecting a social

problem, finding and analyzing recent scholarly articles, and understanding how these studies

contribute to the broader knowledge of the issue. This How-To Guide will walk you through

each step, ensuring you develop a thorough analysis based on credible academic resources.

Note: You will receive a worksheet template to solve the Week 3 Assignment. Due to the

unavailability of the Worksheet template, I am writing the sample solution as an essay.

CHOOSING A SOCIAL PROBLEM

For SOCI 212 Week 3 Assignment, we need to choose one social problem. I am choosing Racial

Inequality.



Choose one social problem.

● Identify an Interest: Reflect on current social issues that resonate with you or your

community. Consider problems widely discussed in the media, affect a large portion of

the population, or have significant social implications.

● Narrow Your Focus: Choose one specific aspect of the social problem to focus on, which

will help find targeted research and form a coherent analysis.

In choosing a social problem for in-depth analysis, I have selected racial inequality—a pervasive

issue that resonates deeply within communities and is frequently debated in the media. This

topic's broad impact and complex nature demand focused research, prompting me to explore

specific aspects that contribute to systemic disparities in our society. This approach will facilitate

targeted investigation and yield meaningful insights into this significant social challenge.

ANALYZING THE ARTICLES

After choosing a topic, we will research some related articles from reliable sources. Then,

analyze what the researchers were exploring and why.

Summary - What are the researchers exploring and why?

What were they trying to discover or uncover? Be specific.



● Understand the Purpose: Identify each selected article's research question or objective.

Understand what the researchers were trying to discover or the hypothesis they were

testing.

● Document the Methods: Note the research methods used, as this affects the validity and

applicability of the findings.

After selecting racial inequality as our research topic, I analyzed recent studies from reputable

sources to grasp the depth of the issue—the study from Elder et al. (2021) investigates the

disproportionate impact of urban renewal policies on minority communities, focusing on

long-term economic outcomes (Elder et al., 2021). Another research by Fossati et al. (2024)

published in Sage Journals explores the systemic barriers in healthcare access and outcomes for

racial minorities, highlighting disparities exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic (Fossati et al.,

2024). Additionally, a dissertation by Carter (2022) at the University of Massachusetts discusses

the effectiveness of diversity and inclusion training programs in reducing workplace

discrimination (Carter, 2022). These articles use quantitative data analysis and qualitative case

studies to provide a comprehensive view of how racial inequalities manifest in different sectors

of society.

KEY STUDY RESULTS

For the next section of SOCI 212 Assignment 3, we will discuss the key findings of those

articles.

Key study results - What did the researcher find? Be specific.



● Record Findings: Summarize the key results of each study. Pay attention to data,

outcomes, and any conclusions the researchers draw.

● Use Direct Quotes: Where relevant, use direct quotes from the research to support your

summary. Ensure to cite these quotes properly.

Significant findings emerged from the analysis of scholarly research addressing racial inequality.

Elder et al. (2021) they detailed the long-term economic detriment of minority communities

through urban renewal policies. These policies, intended to revitalize cities, inadvertently

exacerbate economic disparities by displacing communities and reducing their access to

resources. Similarly, Carter (2022) they are revealed that racial minorities encounter substantial

barriers in healthcare access and treatment quality. Their research highlighted the amplification

of these disparities during the COVID-19 pandemic, showing how pre-existing inequalities led to

disproportionately poorer health outcomes among minority populations. Together, these studies

underscore the critical need for policy interventions that address the root causes of racial

inequalities in urban planning and healthcare systems to ensure equitable outcomes for all

societal segments.

RELEVANCE TO YOUR TOPIC

For this segment of SOCI 212 Week 3, we will discuss the relevance of the chosen topic to the

articles.

How does this fit your topic - You need to explain how the article specifically fits "your" topic.

You want to say something like; this article fits my topic because..........(then state).



● Connect the Dots: Clearly articulate how each article relates to your chosen social

problem. Please explain why the findings are relevant and how they contribute to

understanding the issue.

● Build a Narrative: Use the information from various articles to construct a narrative or a

broader picture of the social problem, highlighting differing viewpoints or converging

evidence.

The relevance of the chosen topic, racial inequality, to the selected articles, is profound, as each

contributes uniquely to understanding the systemic issues that underpin this social problem.

Firstly, Elder et al. (2021) investigate the economic repercussions of urban renewal policies on

minority populations. This article fits my topic because it provides a clear illustration of how

systemic decisions in urban planning disproportionately disadvantage racial minorities,

contributing to the economic aspect of racial inequality. The displacement and economic

destabilization highlighted in their research reflect broader themes of inequality that persist in

policymaking (Smith & Thomas, 2022).

Secondly, Carter (2022) focus on disparities in healthcare access and outcomes among racial

minorities, particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic. This study is relevant as it demonstrates

the health dimension of racial inequality, showing how pre-existing systemic biases can lead to

critical health disparities during crises. Their findings contribute to the understanding that health

inequity manifests deeper racial prejudices embedded within the healthcare system (Carter,

2022).



Lastly, Fossati et al. (2024) dissertation on the effectiveness of diversity training in reducing

workplace discrimination ties directly to the social and corporate responses to racial inequality.

This research is pertinent as it evaluates interventions to reduce discrimination, thereby

addressing both the cause and mitigation of racial biases in professional settings (Fossati et al.,

2024).

Collectively, these articles construct a comprehensive narrative that underscores the multifaceted

nature of racial inequality, highlighting economic, health, and social dimensions crucial for

developing effective policies and interventions to achieve equity.

CLOSING

Completing the SOCI 212 Week 3 Assignment will enhance your ability to critically analyze

academic research and apply its findings to real-world social problems. This How-To Guide

bolsters your research skills and deepens your understanding of social issues' complexities. The

skills you develop here are foundational for academic and professional success in numerous

social sciences and humanities fields.

PRECAP

We will discuss education and the economy in the upcoming week. We will have to choose one

from two given topics, and we will write our analysis on that topic.
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