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Genetics and Molecular Biology
Discussion

If one of my biological parents had Huntington’s disease, I would choose to undergo
genetic testing. Knowing my genetic status would allow me to make informed decisions about
my future, including health management and family planning. The knowledge of whether I carry
the gene for Huntington's disease would influence my life choices significantly, providing me
with the opportunity to seek early interventions and make lifestyle adjustments to potentially
delay the onset of symptoms. Furthermore, understanding my genetic predisposition would allow
me to plan my career and personal life with greater clarity, avoiding uncertainties that might arise
from not knowing.

The knowledge would also profoundly impact my decision to have children. If I tested
positive for the Huntington’s gene, I would consider alternative options such as adoption or
preimplantation genetic diagnosis (PGD) to ensure I do not pass the gene to my offspring. The
ethical implications of knowingly passing a potentially fatal genetic disorder to future
generations are substantial, and I believe that taking proactive measures to prevent this would be
the responsible choice. By staying informed about my genetic status and taking appropriate
actions, I can better prepare for the future and mitigate the risks associated with Huntington’s
disease. Concepts from our learning resources, such as genetic counseling and ethical
considerations, support the importance of making informed decisions based on genetic testing

results.
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Peer Responses

Please respond to at least two other students.
Response 01
Hey Max!
I understand your hesitation about undergoing genetic testing for Huntington’s disease. The fear
of knowing your genetic status and the potential anxiety it brings is valid. However, I encourage
you to reconsider the benefits of being tested. Knowing your genetic status can empower you to
take control of your health and make proactive decisions. Early detection can allow you to
monitor and manage your health more effectively, potentially delaying the onset of symptoms.
Additionally, understanding your genetic risk can help you make informed decisions about
family planning, ensuring you have the information needed to consider alternatives like adoption
or PGD. Being informed can ultimately provide peace of mind and allow you to live your life
with greater certainty and preparedness.
Response 02

Responding to two peers is vital to the BIOL-1001 W4 Discussion posts. | have provided
one example post. You can write your peer responses keeping the abo

ve points in mind.
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