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Week Seven Discussion: Questions of Conduct in Wartime

The ethical restrictions for law enforcement when dealing with suspected terrorists versus

American citizens present a complex dilemma, particularly in the context of the War on

Terrorism. The fundamental question is whether practices such as waterboarding, which are

deemed unacceptable in civilian policing, can be ethically justified in counterterrorism efforts.

Ethical frameworks guiding law enforcement emphasize due process, human rights, and

prohibiting cruel and unusual punishment. These principles are enshrined in the U.S.

Constitution and international laws, such as the United Nations Convention Against Torture.

These standards ensure that all individuals are treated with dignity and respect regardless of their

alleged crimes. In civilian policing, any deviation from these principles is considered a severe

ethical violation.

In the context of counterterrorism, some argue that the stakes are higher and that more

extreme measures may be necessary to prevent imminent threats. Proponents of enhanced

interrogation techniques, like waterboarding, argue that these methods can yield critical

information that saves lives. However, this perspective is fraught with ethical and legal

challenges. Torture and inhumane treatment are prohibited under both U.S. law and international

conventions. Using such techniques undermines the moral authority of law enforcement agencies

and can lead to false confessions and unreliable intelligence.

Real-life examples, such as the enhanced interrogation program post-9/11, illustrate the

severe ethical and legal repercussions of deviating from established norms. These practices were

widely condemned, leading to significant legal and reputational consequences for the U.S.

government. The moral imperative to uphold human rights remains paramount, even in the face

of security threats.
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In conclusion, ethical restrictions for law enforcement should not differ fundamentally

when dealing with suspected terrorists compared to American citizens. Upholding the principles

of human rights and dignity is crucial for maintaining the moral integrity of law enforcement.

Instead of resorting to unethical practices, law enforcement should focus on lawful and effective

methods of investigation and interrogation. Balancing security and ethics is essential to

maintaining public trust and adhering to the rule of law.


