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5-1 Discussion: Ethics

Evaluating scholarly articles on organized crime necessitates maintaining ethical
standards and adhering to scientific research protocols to ensure integrity and reliability. Ethical
standards in research refer to principles that guide responsible conduct, safeguarding the rights of
participants and ensuring transparency. In organized crime research, adhering to ethical standards
is crucial because it protects the anonymity and safety of subjects, ensures honesty in data
reporting, and builds public trust in the research findings.

Scientific research protocols are systematic procedures researchers follow to maintain the
validity and reliability of their studies. These protocols are essential in organized crime research
to ensure consistency and objectivity. Adhering to protocols helps minimize biases, allows for
replicability of studies, and ensures that findings are robust and credible. For example, following
a structured methodology when investigating organized crime networks ensures that the data
collected is accurate and the analysis is sound.

When critically evaluating scholarly articles, start by reading the abstract to understand
the study's scope and objectives. Assess the research question to determine if it is clear and
focused. Evaluate the methodology to see if it is appropriate for the research question and if it
follows established protocols. Examine the results to check if they are presented clearly and
supported by the data. Consider the conclusions to see if they logically follow from the results
and if they acknowledge any limitations.

The author's credentials and the publication source should also be evaluated to ensure
credibility. Look for evidence of bias or unsupported claims, and cross-reference findings with
other reputable sources. This thorough evaluation process ensures that your analysis is objective

and reliable.
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By adhering to ethical standards and following scientific research protocols, you ensure
the credibility and trustworthiness of your evaluations of scholarly articles on organized crime.
This rigorous approach enhances the quality of research and contributes to advancing knowledge

in the field.



