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5-1 Discussion

It is appropriate for wealthier countries to support poorer countries affected by climate

change. Wealthier nations have historically contributed the most to greenhouse gas emissions

due to their extensive industrial activities. Consequently, they have a moral obligation to

assist poorer countries, which often suffer the most from climate change impacts despite

contributing the least to the problem. Supporting poorer countries can take various forms,

including financial aid, technological transfer, and capacity building to enhance resilience and

adaptation strategies (Eriksen et al., 2021). The support not only aids vulnerable populations

but also promotes global stability and mitigates the broader impacts of climate change.

A specific consequence of global social justice related to climate change is the

equitable distribution of resources and support for climate adaptation and mitigation. It

affects climate change by ensuring that all countries, regardless of their economic status, have

the means to implement effective environmental policies. When poorer countries receive

adequate support, they can invest in sustainable practices, reduce their carbon footprint, and

protect their ecosystems, contributing to global efforts to combat climate change.

Additionally, fostering social justice can reduce climate-induced migration and conflict, as

communities become more resilient and better equipped to handle climate impacts.

To lessen the effects of climate change on my community, a practical action would be

the implementation of comprehensive urban greening initiatives. It includes planting trees,

creating green roofs, and developing community gardens, which can help reduce urban heat

islands, enhance air quality, and improve stormwater management (Wong et al., 2021). These

initiatives not only mitigate climate impacts but also promote biodiversity and provide

recreational spaces for residents.

A recent article titled "Wealthy nations pledge $100 billion in climate finance"

discusses how wealthier nations have committed significant funds to help developing
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countries mitigate and adapt to climate change effects. The article highlights the importance

of international solidarity and the necessity of substantial financial contributions to help

developing countries transition to sustainable energy and protect their populations from

climate-related disasters (Wealthy Nations, 2023). It aligns with the principle that global

cooperation is essential to address the universal challenge of climate change effectively.

Link to the article:

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2023/06/rich-countries-pledge-climate-finance-billion/

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2023/06/rich-countries-pledge-climate-finance-billion/
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Responses

Response 1

While your argument against wealthy nations supporting poorer countries affected by climate

change emphasizes self-sufficiency and national sovereignty, it is important to consider the

broader implications of climate justice. Wealthier nations have historically contributed the

most to greenhouse gas emissions and thus bear significant responsibility for climate change.

Without their support, poorer nations, which are often the most vulnerable to climate impacts,

might struggle to implement necessary adaptation and mitigation measures. This could lead

to increased global instability, with issues like climate-induced migration and economic

disruption spilling over into wealthier countries as well. Additionally, international

cooperation is crucial in addressing a global issue like climate change effectively. It ensures

that all nations can contribute to the solution, creating a more equitable and sustainable

world. Supporting poorer countries is not just a matter of charity but of shared responsibility

and mutual benefit.

Response 2

I understand the perspective that wealthier nations should focus on their own climate change

mitigation efforts before aiding others. However, this view overlooks the interconnected

nature of climate change impacts. The effects of climate change do not respect national

borders; extreme weather events, rising sea levels, and ecological disruptions in one region

can have profound economic and social repercussions globally. By supporting poorer

countries, wealthier nations can help build a more resilient global community, ultimately

protecting their own interests. For instance, the financial and technological support to

developing nations can foster sustainable development practices that reduce overall global

emissions, benefiting everyone. Furthermore, the ethical dimension of climate justice
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suggests that those who have contributed most to the problem should take a leading role in

solving it. The principle of common but differentiated responsibilities, as highlighted in

international agreements like the Paris Agreement, underscores the necessity for wealthier

nations to provide support where it is most needed.


