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6-2 Social Movement Essay: Environmental and Civil Rights Movements

One intriguing social movement that has resonated globally is the Environmental
Movement. Its inception dates back to the conservation efforts of the early 20th century, but it
gained significant momentum in the 1960s and 1970s with a growing public awareness of
humanity's impact on the planet. The movement is characterized by a broad array of actions
and ideologies centered around conserving natural resources, curbing pollution, protecting
habitats, and fostering sustainable practices. The Environmental Movement's timeline
highlights pivotal moments that have shaped its trajectory:

e 1962: The publication of Rachel Carson's "Silent Spring" raised awareness about the
dangers of pesticide use, particularly DDT, and its harmful effects on wildlife and
human health (Jayashabari, n.d.). Carson's work is often credited with launching the
modern environmental movement by exposing the unintended consequences of
chemical pollution.

e 1970: The first Earth Day was celebrated in the United States on April 22, mobilizing
millions of people and sparking widespread environmental activism. The event
highlighted the urgent need for environmental protection and led to the establishment
of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the passage of landmark
environmental laws such as the Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act.

e 1987: The Brundtland Report, formally titled "Our Common Future," introduced the
concept of "sustainable development," defining it as development that meets the needs
of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their
own needs (Borowy, 2021). The report significantly influenced global environmental
policy and discourse.

e 1992: The Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro was a major international conference that

led to key agreements, including the Convention on Biological Diversity, the
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Framework Convention on Climate Change, and the Rio Declaration on Environment
and Development. These agreements laid the groundwork for future international
environmental treaties.

e 2015: The Paris Agreement, a pivotal global accord, was adopted to combat climate
change by reducing carbon emissions. The agreement brought together nearly all the
world's nations in a commitment to limit global warming to well below 2 degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial levels, with efforts to keep it below 1.5 degrees Celsius.

I agree with many outcomes of the Environmental Movement, especially its role in
raising awareness and shaping policies that aim to reduce human impact on the environment.
The movement has been instrumental in advancing legislation and international agreements
that have curbed pollution, protected endangered species, and promoted sustainable
development. However, the movement still faces significant challenges, particularly in
enforcing global agreements and motivating countries to meet their environmental protection
commitments (Aguila, 2020). My recommendation is for a more stringent, binding
international regulatory framework that holds nations accountable for environmental
degradation, coupled with stronger local actions and incentives for green technologies.

Another pivotal social movement is the Civil Rights Movement in the United States,
which sought to end racial segregation and discrimination against African Americans and
secure legal recognition of their rights as citizens. The Civil Rights Movement's timeline is
marked by key events that catalyzed change:

e 1954: The Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court ruling declared school
segregation unconstitutional, challenging the legality of the "separate but equal"
doctrine and paving the way for desegregation.

® 1955-1956: The Montgomery Bus Boycott, sparked by Rosa Parks' arrest for refusing

to give up her seat to a white person, was a seminal event that highlighted the
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economic power and solidarity of the African American community (Klein, 2024).

The boycott lasted over a year and resulted in the Supreme Court ruling that

segregation on public buses was unconstitutional.

e 1963: Martin Luther King Jr.'s "I Have a Dream" speech during the March on
Washington for Jobs and Freedom became a defining moment in the Civil Rights
Movement. King's eloquent articulation of his vision for racial equality and justice
inspired millions and solidified his leadership in the movement.

e 1964: The Civil Rights Act was passed, prohibiting discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, or national origin in employment practices and public
accommodations. The landmark legislation marked a significant victory for the Civil
Rights Movement.

e 1965: The Voting Rights Act was passed, aimed at eliminating racial discrimination in
voting. It outlawed literacy tests and other discriminatory practices that had
disenfranchised African American voters, ensuring greater political participation and
representation.

An artifact of significant importance from the Civil Rights Movement is Martin
Luther King Jr.'s "I Have a Dream" speech. The speech not only encapsulated the hopes and
demands of the movement but also became a symbol of the struggle for equality and justice,
inspiring generations worldwide (Kelley, 2022). King's powerful oratory and the imagery he
invoked continue to resonate as a call for ongoing efforts toward racial equality.

Both the Environmental and Civil Rights Movements share commonalities in their
fight for justice and their use of grassroots mobilization to achieve their goals. Both
movements have leveraged the power of collective action and public demonstrations to press
for changes in policy and public attitudes. However, they diverge in their focus; while the

Civil Rights Movement is centered on social and legal inequalities based on race, the
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Environmental Movement deals with global stewardship and the responsible management of
the Earth's resources.

Reflecting on social movements as a force for historical change, my understanding
has deepened regarding their capacity to mobilize people, influence policies, and create
enduring societal shifts. Previously, I viewed these movements as isolated episodes in history.
Now, I see them as interconnected waves of ongoing struggles that shape our world,
underscored by a shared pursuit of equity and sustainability. These movements demonstrate
that persistent and collective efforts can lead to significant progress and societal
transformation.

In conclusion, learning about these movements in this course has enriched my
perspective on the power of collective human action. The knowledge is invaluable not only
academically but also practically, as it equips me to engage more effectively in community
and workplace initiatives. Understanding the dynamics of social movements enhances my
ability to participate in and lead efforts that advocate for positive change, whether in
environmental policies, workplace equality, or community development, aligning with the

broader goals of justice and sustainability.
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