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Week Two Discussion: Ideology

I have chosen the event of February 12, 1894, when Emile Henry detonated a bomb in the
Cafe Terminus in Paris, resulting in one death and twenty injuries. This exciting event highlights
European anarchist movements during the late 19th century. Emile Henry, a committed anarchist,
targeted the cafe to make a political statement against the bourgeois society and its perceived
injustices. Research into the background of this event reveals that Henry was motivated by a
desire to instigate fear and disrupt the societal order, which he believed was corrupt and
oppressive.

Understanding the Ideology Behind the Event

The ideological motivation behind Emile Henry's act was rooted in anarchism, a political
philosophy that advocates for a stateless society free from hierarchies and inequalities. During
this period, anarchists like Henry were reacting to the harsh economic conditions and widespread
social injustices experienced by the working class. Historical, political, and social factors, such
as industrialization, poor working conditions, and the influence of prominent anarchist thinkers,
fueled their radical actions.

Counterterrorism principles, such as intelligence gathering, prevention strategies, legal
frameworks, and international cooperation, are crucial in combating terrorism. Intelligence
gathering involves monitoring and analyzing potential threats, while prevention strategies focus
on thwarting attacks before they occur. Legal frameworks provide the necessary tools for
prosecuting terrorists, and international cooperation ensures a coordinated response to
transnational threats. These principles are vital for maintaining security and preventing future
attacks.

Application of Counterterrorism Strategies
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During the time of the Cafe Terminus bombing, counterterrorism strategies were not as
developed as they are today. Intelligence gathering and prevention strategies were minimal, and
the legal frameworks were not explicitly designed to address terrorism. If these principles had
been applied, authorities could have monitored known anarchists like Henry more closely,
potentially preventing the attack. International cooperation could have also played a role, as
anarchist movements were active across Europe.

The effectiveness of counterterrorism measures during this event was limited. While the
authorities did capture and execute Henry, the broader anarchist movement continued to pose a
threat. This highlights the need for a comprehensive approach, combining intelligence,
prevention, legal action, and international collaboration to combat terrorism effectively. Evidence
from this case underscores the importance of proactive measures and the challenges of

responding to ideological-driven violence.
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Peer Responses

Please respond to at least two other students.

Response 01

Hey Alex, nice post! Your analysis of the Cafe Terminus bombing is insightful and
thorough. One additional perspective could be examining the role of public perception and media
in shaping the response to anarchist terrorism. Highlighting how the public's reaction influenced
counterterrorism policies might add depth to your discussion. Additionally, consider the
psychological impact of Henry's act on society and how modern psychological profiling could
aid in prevention. Overall, your post effectively captures the complexities of counterterrorism in
the late 19th century.

Response 02

Responding to peers is vital to the INTL 650 Week One Discussion posts. We need to
provide at least two peer responses. I have provided one example post. You can write your peer

responses keeping the above points in mind.



