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8-1 Assignment: Mapping the Criminal Justice Process

A flowchart is an effective method for visually mapping out the stages of the criminal justice

process due to its clarity and simplicity. Below is a description of each stage, which should be

labeled and connected with arrows to show the progression from one stage to the next.

● Arrest

● Booking

● Initial Appearance

● Preliminary Hearing

● Arraignment

● Trial

● Sentencing

● Appeal

Each stage should be clearly labeled, and arrows should indicate the flow from one stage to the

next.

Detailed Explanation of Three Stages

Stage 1: Arrest

Definition. An arrest detains a person suspected of criminal activity by law enforcement officers.

Procedures Involved. The arrest process involves identifying the suspect, ensuring probable

cause, physically apprehending the suspect, and reading the Miranda rights. The Miranda rights

inform the suspect of their right to remain silent and their right to an attorney.

Relation to Law Enforcement. This stage is critical for law enforcement as it initiates the

criminal justice process. Proper protocols must be followed to ensure the arrest is legal and the
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suspect's rights are protected. An unlawful arrest can lead to the exclusion of evidence and

dismissal of charges.

Stage 2: Trial

Definition. A trial is the judicial examination of evidence and determination of legal claims in a

courtroom setting.

Critical elements of a trial include.

● Opening Statements: The prosecution and defense outline their cases.

● Witness Testimony: Witnesses provide evidence under oath.

● Cross-examination: Each side questions the opposing witnesses.

● Closing Arguments: Both sides summarize their cases.

● Jury Deliberation: The jury discusses the case and reaches a verdict.

Relation to the Legal Profession. The trial stage is fundamental to the legal profession,

involving judges, prosecutors, defense attorneys, and juries. It underscores the importance of due

process and the adversarial system, which ensures that both sides can present their case and that

justice is fairly administered.

Stage 3: Appeal

Definition. An appeal is the process by which a higher court reviews a lower court's decision.

The appeal process involves several steps.

● Filing a Notice of Appeal: The appellant formally requests a case review.

● Submitting Briefs: Both parties submit written arguments to the appellate court.

● Oral Arguments: Lawyers may present their arguments in person before the appellate

judges.
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● Appellate Decision: The appellate court issues a decision that can affirm, reverse, or

remand the case back to the lower court.

Relation to Sociology. The appeal process can be analyzed from a sociological perspective,

considering the broader implications of legal decisions on society. Issues such as social

inequality and the impact of appellate rulings on communities are significant. Public opinion and

societal values often influence and are influenced by the outcomes of appeals.


