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Week 8 Discussion: Professor for the Day!

One discussion board post that significantly impacted my learning was the debate on the
ethical implications of healthcare rationing. The topic was particularly engaging because it
tackled the real-world challenges of resource allocation in healthcare systems. This discussion
was meaningful as it highlighted the problematic decisions healthcare professionals must make
when resources are limited, such as during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The interaction with peers and the instructor enriched my understanding. My classmates
shared diverse perspectives, drawing from ethical theories such as utilitarianism and deontology.
The instructor’s insights helped clarify complex concepts, making the discussion more
comprehensive. This collaborative learning environment fostered critical thinking and allowed
me to see the issue from multiple viewpoints.

This post contributed significantly to my personal and academic growth. It deepened my
understanding of healthcare ethics and improved my ability to analyze ethical dilemmas. I
learned to balance theoretical knowledge with practical considerations, an essential skill for my
future healthcare career.

Formulating Final Exam Questions as Professor for the Day

Question 1: Analytical Question

"Analyze a scenario where a hospital must decide between allocating a single available
ICU bed to either a young patient with a high survival chance or an elderly patient with
significant comorbidities. Discuss the ethical principles involved and justify your decision."

Rationale: This question is essential because it challenges students to apply ethical
theories to a realistic and critical situation, demonstrating their understanding of utilitarianism,

justice, and respect for persons.
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Question 2: Application Question

"How would you apply the principles of beneficence and non-maleficence to a patient
refusing life-saving treatment due to cultural beliefs? Discuss the role of cultural competence in
your approach."

Rationale: This question assesses students' ability to integrate ethical principles with
cultural competence, a crucial aspect of modern healthcare. It encourages critical thinking and

application of knowledge to ensure culturally sensitive and ethically sound decisions.



