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Week Three Discussion: Presidential And Congressional Power and Limitations

Considering the dynamics of presidential power and congressional authority, it becomes

evident that the constitutional balance between these branches of government is crucial to the

functioning of the United States democratic system. The limitation on presidential power I have

chosen to examine pertains to executive orders, which allow the President to implement policies

without congressional approval. While expedient for addressing urgent issues, this power can

bypass the legislative process outlined in the Constitution, potentially undermining checks and

balances.

If this limitation were removed, the President would wield significantly greater authority

to enact policy unilaterally. This could streamline decision-making in times of crisis or gridlock

but raises concerns about democratic accountability and the potential for abuse of power. For

instance, recent administrations have used executive orders to address issues like immigration

and environmental regulation, bypassing congressional debate and oversight.

However, maintaining this limitation is essential to uphold the constitutional principle of

separation of powers. Congress serves as the primary legislative body, representing diverse

interests and deliberating on laws that affect all Americans. Removing constraints on executive

orders could diminish Congress's role, undermining its ability to represent constituents and

engage in meaningful legislative debate.

Furthermore, exploring Congress's constitutional authority reveals its pivotal role in

shaping national policy and checking executive power. The framers of the Constitution intended

for Congress to be the primary law-making body, ensuring that laws reflect the people's will

through their elected representatives.
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In examining historical and contemporary examples, such as the use of executive orders

to implement significant policy changes without congressional input, it becomes clear that

tensions between presidential authority and congressional oversight are inherent in American

governance. Effective governance requires a delicate balance, where each branch's powers are

respected and exercised within constitutional limits.

In conclusion, while enhancing presidential power may seem expedient, maintaining

constitutional limitations on executive authority is crucial for upholding democratic principles

and ensuring robust checks and balances. Congress's role as a co-equal branch of government

must be preserved to safeguard representative democracy and promote meaningful legislative

debate. As we analyze the ongoing evolution of presidential power and its intersection with

congressional authority, we must remain vigilant in preserving the foundations of our democratic

system.
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Peer Responses

Respond to at least one of your colleagues' postings in one or more of the following

ways:

• Ask a probing question.

• Share an insight from having read your colleague's posting.

• Offer and support an opinion.

• Validate an idea with your own experience.

• Make a suggestion.

• Expand on your colleague's posting.

Response 01

Hey Ben, great post! You have thoughtfully analyzed the implications of removing

limitations on executive orders. Your consideration of democratic accountability and the role of

Congress in legislative oversight is well-articulated. Diving deeper into specific historical

examples or legal precedents where executive orders have challenged congressional authority

might strengthen your argument. Your post effectively highlights the complexities of balancing

presidential power with constitutional governance principles.

Response 02

Responding to peers is vital to the POLI 1001 Week Three Discussion posts. We need to

provide at least two peer responses. I have provided one example post. You can write your peer

responses keeping the above points in mind.


