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Week Two Assignment: Civil Rights

The civil rights movement, led by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., was a pivotal period in
American history that sought to end racial discrimination and promote equality for African
Americans. Dr. King's vision and efforts were instrumental in securing fundamental civil rights,
and his legacy continues to influence modern civil rights struggles.

Civil Rights Promoted by Martin Luther King Jr.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. dedicated his life to promoting and protecting the civil rights
of African Americans who were subjected to systemic discrimination and segregation. His efforts
focused on achieving equality in several key areas:

e Voting Rights: Dr. King fought tirelessly for African Americans' right to vote,
which was systematically denied through practices like literacy tests, poll taxes,
and outright intimidation. His efforts culminated in the Voting Rights Act of 1965,
a landmark legislation that aimed to eliminate these barriers.

e Desegregation: Another primary focus was the desegregation of public spaces,
including schools, transportation, and facilities. Dr. King's advocacy played a
crucial role in implementing the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which outlawed
discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, or national origin and ended
segregation in public places.

e Economic Equality: Dr. King also sought economic justice, emphasizing the need
for equal employment opportunities and fair wages. His Poor People's Campaign
highlighted the intersection of race and economic inequality, advocating for
broader social and economic reforms.

Tactics Used by Dr. King
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Dr. King employed various tactics to advance the civil rights movement, emphasizing
nonviolent resistance and civil disobedience:

e Nonviolent Protests: Dr. King was a strong proponent of nonviolent protest,
drawing inspiration from Mahatma Gandhi. He organized and led numerous
peaceful demonstrations, including the March on Washington in 1963, where he
delivered his iconic "I Have a Dream" speech. These protests aimed to highlight
the injustices faced by African Americans and galvanize public support for
legislative change.

e Civil Disobedience: Dr. King also used civil disobedience to challenge unjust
laws. This tactic involved deliberately breaking segregation laws and accepting
the consequences to draw attention to their immorality. One notable example is
the Birmingham Campaign of 1963, where activists faced brutal police repression,
bringing national attention to the civil rights struggle and leading to significant
legislative action.

Current Group with Relevant Civil Rights Needs

Despite significant progress, civil rights issues persist in modern American society. One
group that continues to face discrimination is the LGBTQ+ community. The fight for LGBTQ+
rights echoes many aspects of the African American civil rights movement, including the
struggle for legal recognition and protection.

Existing Discrimination Against the LGBTQ+ Community
The LGBTQ+ community faces various forms of discrimination, including:
Legal Discrimination: Although same-sex marriage was legalized nationwide in 2015,

LGBTQ+ individuals still encounter legal challenges, particularly in areas lacking
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comprehensive anti-discrimination laws. Many states do not have laws protecting LGBTQ+
individuals from discrimination in employment, housing, and public accommodations.

Social Stigma: LGBTQ+ individuals often face social stigma and harassment. This can
lead to mental health issues, increased rates of suicide, and difficulties in accessing healthcare
and other essential services.

Transgender Rights: Transgender individuals, in particular, face severe discrimination
and violence. Issues such as access to gender-appropriate restrooms, healthcare, and identity
documentation are ongoing challenges.

Current Efforts to Address LGBTQ+ Discrimination

Several organizations and movements are actively working to promote LGBTQ+ rights
and address discrimination. The Human Rights Campaign, for example, advocates for
comprehensive federal anti-discrimination legislation, while grassroots organizations work on
local and state levels to ensure protections for LGBTQ+ individuals.

The civil rights movement led by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. laid the foundation for the
ongoing struggle for equality and justice in the United States. By examining Dr. King's efforts
and tactics, we gain valuable insights into the current methods and principles that guide civil
rights advocacy. Understanding and addressing contemporary issues, such as the discrimination
faced by the LGBTQ+ community, highlights the enduring relevance of the civil rights

movement and the necessity for continued vigilance and action in the fight for social justice.



