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Week 3 Discussion and Responses
Part 1

Test familiarity and general language comprehension significantly influence standardized
testing performance. Cultural groups that are more familiar with the format and language of
these tests often have an advantage. For instance, students from households emphasizing test
preparation or attending schools with robust test prep programs tend to perform better. These
cultural practices provide exposure and reduce test anxiety, enhancing performance. Language
comprehension plays a crucial role; students proficient in the test language can understand and
respond accurately, whereas non-English-speaking students may struggle (Gould, 1996).
Consequently, non-native English speakers might underperform not due to lack of knowledge but
because of language barriers and unfamiliarity with test formats, underscoring the need for more
culturally inclusive testing practices.

Socioeconomic status (SES) significantly correlates with SAT scores. Higher SES often
provides access to resources like private tutoring, advanced coursework, and test preparation
materials, which can enhance performance. Conversely, students from lower SES backgrounds
may lack these advantages, leading to lower scores. This disparity reflects broader educational
inequalities where affluent families can invest more in their children’s education, perpetuating a
cycle of privilege (Drivonikou et al., 2007). Consequently, students from these backgrounds are
better prepared and more familiar with the test formats. Addressing these inequalities requires
systemic changes to ensure all students, regardless of SES, have equal opportunities to succeed.
Part 2

Several unique phrases and expressions in my culture reflect our values and social norms.

For instance, we often say "break the ice" to encourage initiating conversations in awkward
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situations. This phrase highlights the importance of social harmony and approachability in our
culture. Such expressions are unique because they convey complex social expectations succinctly
and are deeply ingrained in our communication patterns. Misinterpretation can occur if someone
unfamiliar with these phrases takes them literally or misses the implied social cues (Pixner et al.,
2011). For example, "break the ice" might confuse non-native speakers, leading to social
awkwardness.

Miscommunication due to cultural differences can have significant consequences.
Nonverbal cues like eye contact and gestures vary across cultures; what is respectful in one
culture might be perceived as rude in another. For instance, avoiding eye contact is a sign of
respect in some Asian cultures but can be interpreted as evasiveness in Western contexts. Such
misunderstandings can affect professional interactions, leading to misjudgments about a person’s
competence or sincerity. In academic settings, misinterpreted expressions or gestures might

result in unfair assessments of students' engagement or understanding.



PSY4030 WEEK 3 DISCUSSION 4

Peer Response

Response 1
Hey Max! I appreciate your insightful analysis of the impact of test familiarity and language
comprehension on standardized testing. Your point about how cultural practices can provide an
advantage is spot on. Your discussion on the correlation between socioeconomic status and SAT
scores is compelling. It's fascinating how socioeconomic factors influence educational outcomes.
Your examples of cultural phrases were unique and highlighted the significance of cultural
context in communication. However, [ would love to hear more about specific strategies to
address these disparities in testing and communication.
Response 2

Responding to peers is vital to the PSY4030 Week 3 Discussion posts. We need to
provide at least two peer responses. I have provided one example post. You can write your peer

responses keeping the above points in mind.
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