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In reflecting upon the broad definition of family as presented in our textbook, I find that

my personal definition tends to be more traditional, focusing primarily on biological ties and

long-standing familial bonds. This difference stems largely from my cultural background, which

emphasizes blood relations as the core of family structures, often excluding non-traditional

configurations that are increasingly recognized in contemporary sociology. The images and ideas

that come to my mind when I think of family—gatherings, mutual obligations, and emotional

support—reinforce a view of the family as a primary social unit that nurtures and supports its

members (Ritzer, 2020). This perspective is influenced by my experiences within a close-knit

community where family roles are clearly defined and deeply valued.

Among the sociological theories we've studied, Symbolic Interactionism resonates most

with my view of family. This theory emphasizes the roles that individuals play within the family

and how these roles are continuously shaped through interpersonal interactions and shared

understanding (Barker et al., 2020). Applying this theory helps to explain the dynamic nature of

family relationships and how family members negotiate their roles, thus maintaining the

structural integrity of the family unit over time.

The video of a young man raised by a same-sex couple offered a profound insight into

how diverse family structures can fulfill similar functional roles as traditional families. Zack's

reflections on the love and support he received challenge the conventional understanding of

family compositions. While I agree with Zack’s positive portrayal of his family dynamics, it also

prompts a broader reflection on how societal norms influence our perception of what constitutes

a 'normal' family.
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In conclusion, engaging with both traditional and non-traditional family definitions

through the lens of Symbolic Interactionism not only broadens our understanding but also fosters

a more inclusive view of what family can mean in diverse societal contexts. This approach

underscores the significance of adaptability and communication within any family structure,

highlighting the universal need for belonging and emotional support.

Peer Responses

Peer Response 1

Your post offers a thoughtful reflection on the traditional and symbolic aspects of family,

especially emphasizing the role of cultural background in shaping our perceptions. I appreciate

your application of Symbolic Interactionism to explain family dynamics, highlighting the

importance of roles and interactions. It's intriguing how you connected these theories to Zack’s

experiences, suggesting a broader societal acceptance of diverse family structures. This

discussion enriches our understanding of family as a complex, adaptive social institution, capable

of encompassing a wide range of forms while maintaining its core functions. Your insights

provoke further consideration of how evolving societal norms impact family perceptions.

Peer Response 2

For your second response, continue engaging thoughtfully by adding new perspectives or

examples to another peer's post, enhancing the ongoing discussion.
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