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Discussion

The "10 chairs" videos provided a stark visual representation of wealth distribution in the

U.S., powerfully illustrating the substantial disparity between the wealthiest and the rest of the

population (Wealth Inequality in America. 2012; POLITIZANE, 2013). The visualization that

just a few individuals control a significant portion of the nation's wealth helped emphasize the

tangible impacts of social stratification, making the abstract concept more accessible and

impactful.

The Structural-Functional theory suggests that stratification serves a purpose by placing

the most capable individuals in the most crucial societal roles, thereby ensuring societal stability.

On the other hand, Conflict Theory presents stratification as a tool used by the elite to maintain

control and exacerbate inequality (Ritzer, 2019). This latter perspective, particularly in light of

the increasing wealth gap demonstrated in the videos, seems more pertinent and reflective of

current societal dynamics where the elite manipulate structures to maintain and enhance their

power, often at the expense of lower socio-economic groups.

Social stratification profoundly affects health outcomes, with lower social classes

experiencing reduced access to healthcare services, higher exposure to environmental health

risks, and greater mental health stresses. These disparities highlight how societal position

influences not just economic stability but fundamental human conditions and quality of life.

The COVID-19 pandemic has underscored the inequities in health related to social

stratification. Lower-income and marginalized communities have faced higher infection rates,

less access to healthcare, and greater economic disruption. These disparities demonstrate how

public health crises can exacerbate existing social and health inequities, calling for targeted

interventions to address these vulnerabilities.



DISCUSSION 3

Reflecting on my own experiences, I recognize the subtle but significant influences of

social class. Attending a university with a diverse student body highlighted the different

opportunities available to students from various socioeconomic backgrounds. Whether it's access

to technology, educational resources, or professional networks, the advantages of higher social

positioning are clear and impactful, shaping not only economic prospects but also social

interactions and personal development.

Peer Responses

Peer Response 1

Hi Jasmine,

Thank you for your insightful analysis. I particularly appreciate how you connected the

theoretical frameworks to real-world implications of wealth inequality. Your point about Conflict

Theory resonates strongly with the visible social disparities highlighted in the videos,

underscoring the urgent need for structural changes.

Peer Response 2

For your second response, continue engaging thoughtfully by adding new perspectives or

examples to another peer's post, enhancing the ongoing discussion..
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