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2-2 Assignment: Research Question and Hypothesis

In the digital age, social media has revolutionized how individuals engage with politics,
making it a pertinent topic for research. The widespread use of platforms like Twitter, Facebook,
and Instagram has transformed political communication, participation, and activism. This topic is
important because it delves into the intersection of technology and democracy, exploring how
digital interactions influence civic behavior.

A specific research puzzle within this area is understanding how social media usage
influences political engagement among different demographic groups. Despite the extensive
literature on social media's role in politics, a gap exists in understanding its specific impact on
young adults' political participation. This research aims to address this gap.

The general research question guiding this study is: "How does social media usage
impact political engagement among young adults?" To narrow this down, a specific research
question is: "To what extent does the frequency of social media use correlate with the level of
political participation among college students?" This question is open-ended and appropriately
complex, ensuring it requires thorough investigation and analysis.

This study examines the relationship between social media usage frequency and political
participation levels among college students. It aims to uncover how different levels of
engagement with social media platforms influence the political behaviors of young adults,
providing insights into the broader implications of digital media on civic engagement.

This purpose statement guides the reader on the research focus and analytical approach. It
indicates that the study will explore the dynamics of social media usage and political

participation without prematurely stating any specific conclusions.



SCGS 500 2-2 ASSIGNMENT 3

In this study, the dependent variable (DV) is the level of political participation, which can
be measured through activities such as voting, attending political events, and participating in
online political discussions. The independent variable (IV) is the frequency of social media use,
which can be quantified by tracking the amount of time spent on social media platforms and the
frequency of interactions related to political content.

To measure the I'V's impact on the DV, surveys will be conducted to collect data on
students' social media usage patterns and political participation activities. Additionally, social
media analytics tools can be used to track engagement metrics.

A hypothesis that reflects the relationship between IV and DV might be: "If the
frequency of social media use increases, then the level of political participation among college
students will also increase." This hypothesis posits that higher engagement with social media
platforms correlates with increased political activities.

These variables are critical because they address how digital media influences political
behavior, a key concern in understanding modern democratic processes. By focusing on these
variables, the research aims to provide a clearer picture of social media's role in shaping civic

engagement among young adults.



